
WCF World Religions Readings 
 
 
Alexander, ed.: Eerdmans’ Handbook to the World’s Religions Partridge, ed.: Introduction to World Religions 
Evangelical Christian Approach    Academic Study of Religion Approach 
 

Module 1       
 
Lesson 9 
Hultkrantz: Religion Before History:   Hultkrantz: Religion Before History, 
10,000-3,000 BCE, 26c-28    10,000-3,000 BCE, 44b-47 
 
Lesson 10 
Brow: Origins of Religion, 30-34a. McCutcheon: What is Religion?,10-

14. A definite departure from Brow. 
Follows the curent approach in the 
Academic Study of Religion. 

 
Lesson 13 
Brow: Priests and Priestcraft, 34b, 37-39,42a Nothing similar to Brow’s Priest & 

Priestcraft. 
World Religions Map, 40-41 World Religions Map, 34-35 
Millard: Cradle of Civilization: Ancient Near East,   Millard: Cradle of Civilization:                          
58-64a Ancient Near East, 57-65a 
Ruffle: Ancient Egypt: Land of the Priest-King, Ruffle: Ancient Egypt: Land of the  
70-79 Priest-King, 65-73 
 
Lesson 22 
Millard: Gods of Canaan, Other Nations  Millard: Canaan:gods of nature, The 
and Gods of the Hittites, 64-69              gods of the nations, Sun and storm:   
       the Hittites, 62-65a 
Smith: Ancient Greece: Minoan-Mycenaean  Smith: Minoan-Mycenaean 
Religion, 90-94a     Civilizations, 74-75a 
 
Lesson 47 
Hammer: Development of Hindu Religion,  Warrier: Hinduism, A Historical 
170-176a Overview, 134-140a 
 
Lesson 52 
Bankes: Ancient Middle America (Olmecs) Bankes: Sacred Jaguar: The Olmecs,  
50-52a 50 
 
Lesson 58 
Brow: The Sixth Century Revolt, 42-48 No similar reading 
Langley: Respect for All Life: Jainism, 207-216. Salter: Jainism, 165-177. 
 
 



Lesson 63 
Conn: Korean Religion, 145-146 Conn: Sinkyo: korea’s Traditional 

Religion, 408-409 
 
Lesson 67 
Smith: Greek Religion, 94b-99 Smith: Ancient Religions of Greece 

& Rome, 75b-80 
 
Lesson 68 
Metz: The Enlightened One: Buddhism, 222-235a Williams: Buddhism: A Historical 

Overview, 188-194a 
 
Lesson 69 
Hinnells: Courage and Faith: The Parsis, 217-221 Hinnells: Zoroastrianism, 242-250 
 
Lesson 70 
Harley: Chosen People: Judaism, 272-277 Ramsey: Worship and Festivals, 

294b-299. 
Banks: The Covenant, 278-279 Banks: The Covenant, 280-281 
 
 
Module 2 
 
Lesson 4 
Hammer: Hinduism, 185-196 Ruparell: Philosophy, 140b-142 
 King: Beliefs, 146-152 
 Warrier: Worship and Festivals, 153-

156 
 
Lesson 6 
Hammer: The Jains, 176, 179a Salter: Beliefs, 173-177 
 
Lesson 15 
Smith: Hellenistic Greece, 99b-103 Smith: Hellenistic world-state, 80b-

83a 
 
Lesson 19 
Hinnells: Mithraism—Cult of the Bull, 88-89a Nothing equivalent 
 
Lesson 21 
Cowling: Story of a Nation, Post-Exilic Judaism,  Cowling: Judaism, a Historical 
280-284a. Overview, 265-269. 
 
Lesson 44 
Tippett: Oceania, 140-141 Rule: The Foe of Papua New 

Guinea, 108-109. 



Loeliger: Melanesia, 142-144 Loeliger: Melanesia, 113-114a 
 
Lesson 66 
Walls: Northern Europe, 114-21 Hutton: The Old Gods: The Religion 

of the Celts, 89-91 
 Warmind: The Norse Gods: The 

Religions of Skandinavia, 92-95 
Chart: Gods of Ancient Greece & Rome, 102 Nothing Equivalent   
  
Lesson 68 
Berthrong: Sages and Imortals: Chinese Berthrong: Sages and Immortals:  
Religions,  245-254 Chinese Religions, 394-403a 
 
Lesson 75 
Smith: Later Roman Religion, 111-112 Smith: Philosophical Religion, 87b-

88. 
 
Module 3 
 
Lesson 8 
 
Yamauchi: Mandaeans: Gnostic Survivors, 110. No similar reading. 
Yamauchi: Faith of Light and Darkness: the No similar reading. 
Manichaeans, 113 
Pye: A Tepestry of Traditions: Japanese  Pye: A Tapestry of Traditions:  
Religions, 255-267 Japanese Religions, 410-420 
 
Lesson 9 
 
Hammer: Upanishads, Epics, 179b-182. Gabriel: Sacred Writings, 143-145. 
Some Hindu Gods: Chart on 184. No similar chart, but deities are 

discussed by King (Beliefs, 146-
148). 

 
Lesson 10 
Newbery: Native North Americans, 165-166 Newbery: Native North Americans, 

120-122 
Tippett: Oceania, 140-142a No similar reading 
Loeliger: Melanesia, 142b-144 Loeliger: 113-114a 
Rule: The Foe of Papua New Guinea, 147-148a Rule: The Foe of Papua New 

Guinea, 108-109 
Edwards: The Aborigines of Australia, 148b-151a Hume: Australian Aboriginal 

Religions, 110-112 
 
Lesson 15 



Watt: Islam: The Way of the Prophet, 311-318 Watt: A Historical Overview, 356-
363a 

Wilson: The Qur’an, 319-320. Riddell: Sacred Writings, 368b-371 
Kerr: The Worship of Islam, 321-324 Kerr: Worship and Festivals, 376b-

381a 
 
Lesson 16 
Metz: The Enlgihtened One: Buddhism, 235-244 Williams: A Historical Overview, 

188-193a 
 
Lesson 23 
Hammer: Hindu Interpreters, 183-184a Ruparell: Philosophy, 140b-142 
 
Lesson 25 
Bankes: Land of the Aztecs and Incas, 50-57 Bankes: Land of the Aztecs and 

Incas, 50-56 
Hoggarth: The Andes, 167-168 Dawson: South American 

Indigenous Religions, 114b-119 
 
Lesson 27 
Schmalfuss: Science, Art & Culture in Islam, Schmalfuss: Science, Art & Culture, 
329-331 384-386 
Kerr: The Unity and Variety in Islam, 332-336 Kerr: The Unity and Variety of 

Islam, 363b-368a 
 
Lesson 29 
Hultkrantz: Nomads of the Steppes, 122-126 Hultkrantz: Nomads of the Steppes, 

96-99 
 
Lesson 30 
Chart: Historical Development of the World’s Chart: Timeline of the World’s 
Religions and Civilizations, 46-47 Religions, 36-37 
 
Lesson 32 
Watt: The Impact of Europe, 318b Watt: The Impact of Europe: 372b-

363a 
Anderson: The Law of Islam, 326-328 Anderson: The Law of Islam, 381-

384a 
 
Lesson 44 
Davies: The Sikh Faith, 197-206 Shackle, Kalsi, Davies: Sikhism, 

216-241 
 
Lesson 51 
Cowling: Judaism AD 200-1700, 284-291 Cowling: A Historical Overview, 

269b-272a 



Lesson 65 
Hammer: Reformers and Leaders, 177-178. Warrier: Historical Overview: 139-

140a 
 Gabriel: Hinduism in the Modern 

World, 160-164 
 
Lesson 75 
Unity and Peace: The Baha’i Faith, 268-270 Momen: The Baha’i Faith, 421-434 
 
 
Module 4 
 
Lesson 5 
Cowling: The State of Israel, 292-293 No closely similar reading. But see 

Chapman: Israel/Palestine: A Testing 
Ground for Three Faiths, 304-305 

 
Lesson 14 
Sadgrove: Branches of the Church, 362-364 Sadgrove: Branches of the Church, 

324-325 
 
Lesson 50 
Harley: Life in a Jewish Family, 307-310 Harley: Family and Society, 290-

294a 
 
Lesson 53 
Brierly: Christianity Today, 383-388 Brierly: Christianity in the Modern 

World, 349-355 
 
Lesson 54 
Nazir-Ali: Islam in Today’s World, 337-342 Waines: Islam in the Modern World, 

391-393 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
   
   
                                         
 


