Alumni Survey Results 2006

	Please check the box that corresponds with your experience at WCIU
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Do Not Know

	The WCIU’s mission statement and purpose was clear to me and classes were consistent with its stated purposes.
	3
	10
	2
	
	2



	WCIU truthfully represents its academic goals, programs, and student services.
	3
	14
	
	
	

	WCIU students are treated fairly and equitably through established policies and procedures addressing student conduct, grievances, human subjects in research, and refunds.
	4
	10
	
	
	3



	I was satisfied with the student activities offered at WCIU
	4
	8
	1
	
	4

	WCIU provided necessary student support services, including financial aid, registration, advising, library and information resources.
	3
	12
	3
	
	1



	Along side the stated beliefs and worldview of WCIU, faculty and students have the academic freedom to express their views.
	6
	11
	
	
	

	The university provides for the needs of transfer students, international students and other special populations.
	1
	3
	
	
	13

	My course of study helped me develop my worldview
	7
	5
	3
	
	

	WCIU’s policy on grading and student evaluation is clearly stated and provides opportunity for appeal as needed.
	1
	9
	
	
	5

	The curriculum challenged me and was appropriate for the degree level awarded.
	8
	8
	
	
	

	The curriculum was sufficiently broad
	12
	4
	
	
	

	The curriculum prepared me for entering the job market.
	3
	8
	
	2
	3

	There are clear links between faculty scholarship, teaching, student learning, and service at the University.
	2
	9
	
	
	6

	My course of study helped me develop my writing skills.
	4
	13
	1
	
	

	My course of study helped me develop my speaking skills.
	4
	13
	1
	
	

	My course of study helped me develop my reading and research skills.
	6
	10
	
	
	

	WCIU actively involves students in learning beyond textbooks.  (the delivery of advisement; use of its library and information resources; and experience in the wider learning environment.)
	7
	5
	2
	
	3

	I found the faculty, as a group, to be competent.


	5
	11
	1
	
	

	The faculty/advisors gave me good academic advice.


	4
	9
	1
	
	3

	The faculty/advisors gave me good career advice.


	1
	4
	1
	
	8

	The college library has an appropriate collection of books, reference materials, and periodicals for the academic programs resources.
	
	3
	2
	
	13

	WCIU effectively uses computer technology to support its academic programs and overall operation.
	
	7
	2
	
	5

	The area in which I am working is where I expected to be after graduation.
	5
	9
	1
	
	1

	The area in which I am working is directly related to my course of study.
	5
	9
	1
	1
	

	WCIU regularly surveys and evaluates graduates to ensure they are meeting expected levels of performance.
	2
	7
	4
	2
	2

	My mentor, if applicable, was competent.
	6
	13
	 
	
	 

	My mentor, if applicable, gave me good academic advice.
	4
	10
	1
	
	

	My mentor, if applicable, gave me good career advice.
	5
	8
	2
	
	3

	I am interested in participating in the Ph.D. program
	2
	3
	5
	
	6




Continued on page 3
The Mission Statement of WCIU is as follows:  William Carey International University prepares men and   women to discover and address the roots of human problems around the world.  In light of WCIU’s mission statement, please answer the following questions.

Please describe how your education has helped you to understand the roots of human problems

It has given me a broader view of humanity, both problems and potential solutions, and helped me to integrate my Christian understanding (which tends to start from the answer, rather than the need) with a more accurate understanding of the reality of human society.

The ultimate root of human problems is our rebellion against the Creator and His purposes. Evidence of that rebellion may be seen throughout the world and throughout history. Learning about history from a worldwide perspective helped clarify the extent of the problem. 

It won’t change too much b the educator. My work was in the area of evangelism among international students. Sin is the root of human problems.

By highlighting worldview issues as well as interdisciplinary connections. 

It was easy to discover the depths of sin and its consequences in a place like rural Honduras under George Patterson’s mentoring in the raw situations there in the 80s.

A thorough reading of the history of most peoples on this planet, an understanding of most religious systems and field research has assisted my learning in this area.

WCIU gave me the context and resource (library, people) to in a disciplined and academic manner bring together my field work of 18 years and look at it in a disciplined manner of academic rigor. I came to understand and appreciate issues of development, adult learning and the field of Intercultural Communication. My work of 18 years was confirmed that I was working from important principles.

I saw how clearly sin is at the root and how only the Love of God can cure us. Only those who do not ant to be loved and unwilling to face the fact that they deserve hell and judgement will not find this love . . . unless the church fails in her calling to proclaim wide and clear the love of God.

It showed me the breadth of human depravity (culturally, historically) more than its depths (doctrine of sin).

I had already served overseas 21 years with Wycliffe. Much of my training had been through Wycliffe, SIL, Westmont and Oklahoma University, but WCIU gave me a more proficient way to serve cross-culturally while working in the U.S. International Administration to meet felt needs of immigrants. 

Has your education caused a change in the way you implement development so that lasting change can take place? Please give examples.

Yes – my role as international coordinator demands that I supervise various development projects across the world. The understanding that the course has brought me enables me to focus more clearly on long-term goals, and help those involved assess the potential impact of projects they are running.

My studies helped me see the importance of integration of history, Biblical understanding, cultural competence, and strategic planning. I don’t know how well these purposes were accomplished with students, but they seemed to be started to understand they have a role to play in God’s worldwide purposes. 

I’m not in the line of work of implementing development.

It will, especially since that was the focus of my research paper. The important thing is to get the people themselves to determine what is needed and to help facilitate their work. Their ownership is essential.

I’m more inclined to distinguish between symptoms and causes in analysis and journalism.

Yes. For example 10 years after I left Honduras a bi-vocational church planting disciple mobilized the planting of 30 new works in one year.

It has helped me realize that development is human development. I built relationships with people in West Africa to develop trust in order to discuss the human condition and how to alleviate it through a more perfect relationship with Jesus Christ.

I learned that my experience and assumptions in my work had been based on solid principles . Through my exceptional quality of adjunct professors I was to learn applied theory, philosophy, principles and practice of two interrelated fields – Intercultural Communication and Andragogy (adult education). I have gone on to teaching in doctoral and M.A. programs and cam eto appreciate and understand distance learning. 

As a result of my studies, and as part of my  thesis, I edited a reader on urban development issues. Quest for Hope in the Slum Community was published by World Vision Publications and Authentic Media and seems to be well-received in development communities. 

Yes. I realized that I must focus on mobilizing prayer. This seems to be the missing link. I was doing this before and it was more re-enforced than ever!!

Not sure. 

Helped me get over my insecurity of using computer by doing thesis in ’87 and have worked with t constantly for past 19 years in Wycliffe. 

If applicable, please describe cross-cultural/NGO work in which you have been involved since graduation.

I have continued as international co-ordinator of World Horizons, a role which I started whilst studying at WCIU.

I have been teaching classes on Biblical cultures and Perspectives on the World Christian Movement at a Bible College in Nairobi, Kenya. Prospective and practicing pastors and Bible translators gained new appreciation for how they have a responsibility as believers to join with God in winning back His world.

I share the gospel and disciple international students mostly at NCSU and Duke universities.

A. writer/editor for FMF

B. consultant for Frontiers

I had been developing national bi-vocational church planters and missionaries from the Latin world by micro enterprise projects and now recently developing house church networks linked with a missionary base community with a projection into the Muslim world.

I work among people of poverty here in America. Although we share many similarities, a cultural/language/value gap needs to be bridged before communication can occur. I am working to alleviate pain and suffering in children and their families, and to bring wholeness through Jesus Christ.

I have trained new personnel going to the field and those returning for additional studies forareas in development. I am currently serving as consultant n four different development areas in four different geographical areas. Some of these are in difficult access areas. I have consulted numerous individuals on development.

I am helped to mobilize, train and release N. American missionaries from the college campus into urban slum communities with an emphasis on incarnational church planting work.

Visit www.pray-ap.info. This is the primary work. Also church ministry, evangelism and chaplaincy.

Pastor a church in Miami which is primarily Cuban. We travel to Cuba and help train and equip pastors there for fruitful ministry.

I have volunteered in churches to teach ESL (when in U.S.) or EFL (when in Spain) – so have put my degree to good use I feel. As a substitute teacher, I am often called upon to teach limited English classes in high school. Being bilingual helps so does my MA in TESOL from WCIU. 

In what ways has your WCIU studies helped you in your work? Which of your program’s learning objectives were most helpful and why?

Impossible to answer in a short sentence or two, because it has impacted so much of what I d. Basically, it has given me exposure to a breadth of thought and writing that has in turn given me much greater depth in all aspects of my work. The cumulative impact of the curse as a whole was enormous, and I don’t think I would identify any of the particular learning objectives as of singular importance.

I would not have been able to teach at a Bible College without a Master’s degree. I appreciate topics being covered completely and not needing to stop because another discipline was being broached.

I would not have been able to be a lecturer in a B.A. program without the degree. More importantly, however, the studies gave me a clearer understanding of what we are trying to do as we work in “missions” and what we should be aiming towards. Teaching missiology has been a major blessing in seeing eyes open to their responsibility having a role in reaching the world with the gospel.

My studies have equipped me to cover the broad range of questions I am asked by international students. The broad understanding of Asian culture has been most helpful.

In my workplace are 6 Indians, 7 Blacks, 1 Philino, and 3 whites. Although I am not working in my study area, I have a better understanding and appreciation for other cultures and worldviews.

The exposure to a wide range of resources has enabled me to follow some leads more deeply in teaching and research.

The studies gave me a range of experiences, approaches and philosophies shared by authors/doers. The field project was by far the most helpful and close to that was the list of internship objectives prepared for me by Patterson. Accomplishing that list was probably worth the MA right there. I cold have written it up for a first thesis if I had been connected with Kietzmann in the 80s and then the bi-vocational project could easily have supplied the context for a Ph.d in the 90s. 

WCIU has shaped my understanding of communication, increased my range of perspectives on the human condition and answers to its problems and focused my responses to the individuals I meet each day. Nearly every assignment has assisted my own personal development and ability to assist others in their own journey to wholeness.

In the WCIU process of my earning a PhD under some of the greatest minds in their respective fields has given me confidence and a disciplined way of looking at Intercultural Communication from the perspective of the professional and accpted academic manner of the discipline. For some strange reason missions studies in seminaries have largely created their own confused view of intercultural communications. 

I continually reference materials I read in the program in my talks and writing projects. The emphasis on history is something I have tapped into on many occasions. 

I see the relevance of what I am doing and its context.

My studies helped me see the big picture (biblically and historically).

It has given me a cross-cultural ministry outreach even when not living overseas – and probably made me a more sensitive substitute teacher in CA public schools. 

If you have not been involved in cross-cultural work since graduation, briefly describe the reason.

Kids in school. Pursuing work as a dietitian first; looking into cross-cultural work later.

I am living in the USA at present due to family concerns

As my calling is N. American student mobilization, most of my focus remains driven toward all N. American ethnic groups. My family and I did lead students to a garbage village in Cairo, Egypt and I do have occasions to travel overseas yearly. 

Most of what I do is largely administrative, but I am now in a context of multi-cultural encounter and have a wife from another culture and friends from other cultures. 

Would you recommend WCIU to prospective students? Why or why not?

Yes – because the experience was so helpful to me. I don’t think the course I did would suit everybody (it is so broad many could feel lost, and prefer something a little more streamlined). However, generally my experience in studying this through distance learning with WCIU was positive, and, assuming a student could find a course that fitted with their own needs and desires, I would not hesitate to recommend WCIU as a potential institution for higher learning.

No (though I liked the program tremendously), because the TESOL Program moved, and the degree is not accredited.

Yes – my course of study provided a broad background and perspective which is important for a wide range of pursuits. I appreciated the way subjects were integrated and we weren’t limited by subject boundaries. 

Yes – The material is excellent, although at the time I did it, it was quite heavy. I believe it has been “pared down” some since then. I have been encouraged to meet one of the students working on the program here in Nairobi. He has had some difficulties with getting materials in a timely manner (primarily a problem from Kenyan side). 

The flexibility of the program is a plus, although you do need to access to some kind of a library for doing papers.

Yes. Excellent education – I hope it is accredited by now.

Yes. Well rounded. Flexibility. Provides excellent overview of subjects and never loses sight of its missions perspective. Provides alternative viewpoints, not just one perspective.

Yes, but with reservations. I would suggest the field project approach to anyone with the ability, but only if they could coordinate the academics between an on-line advisor at WCIU and a field director/mentor.

Yes, I found the curriculum to be unique, challenging, thorough, truthful, stimulating and exciting.

Yes. WCIU offers the NGO development worker with the opportunity to study where they are. The program emphasizing International Development with Concentrations on issues impacting development allows for a learner to be assisted in designing a program to her/his specific needs. The unique nature of the program requires the locating of adjunct professors. I was able to study under two very outstanding men that would not have been possible in a traditional school because one is required to study under current professors employed by the school. 

I would with a caveat – the administration of the course was poor (I believe I was a guinea-pig with the correspondence course as it was being written and developed as I went along).  I think that the role of the local church was diminished (sodality). I loved the studies and benefited from them but I wouldn’t totally be in sync with the missiology espoused. 

WCIU no longer has the TESOL degree offered, so I’d probably tell them to go to Biola, I wanted that. WCIU is probably fine for older students on so concerned to have an accredited degree. Younger students who may need one day to have a credential to get a job should have an accredited degree. 

Name the person who most contributed to the value of your experience at WCIU and describe their contribution(s). 

Hard to name one . . . . Being a distance learning student, I was not on campus to interact on  day-to-day basis with staff or other students. The major impact in terms of staff thus came through the recorded introductions to lessons. Dr. Winter’s thoughts in these were a constant stimulus. Beyond that, in contact with staff by e-mail, it was Corinne Armstrong – through comments on my papers, answers to questions, from someone with a sharp mind and broad experience. Beth Snodderly, when taking on the Student Help Desk, also made my experience with WCIU so much better, as she provided a point of contact and reliable answers to many questions. (Lack of contact and communication had been a frustration in the first year of my study program). 

Bruce Callender, my mentor. He helped to keep me going and accountable.

Ralph Winter – insights throughout the course material.

My mentor. He challenged me to greater effort and clarity in my assignments.

My three mentors provided structure and encouragement.

Dr. Winter’s enthusiasm, the registrar, Beth Snodderly’s encouragement, Corinne Armstrong’s questions. 

Maybe what I gained most was from the curriculum. Through it I learned a whole new perspective of the Bible, of the Human story, and to have compassion for His lost sheep. I’ve gained a new perspective about communication and a profound appreciation for my theological roots in the Radical Reformation. I’ve learned that development is Human development, or setting people free through  relationship with Jesus Christ. Freedom has taken on a while new meaning for me. Neither political nor economical freedom is worth anything if it is not first of all spiritual freedom. 

Without a question it was Dale Kietzman. As I was designing my learning contract he kept encouraging me to stretch. I asked once what it really was that he wanted me to end up with. He could not tell me but he said he know that I would find it. Through this process I came up with a long shot to ask Malcolm S. Knowles and L. Robert Kohls to serve on my committee. Dr. Kietzman responded very favorably. Dr. Kietzman gave me extremely valuable advice along the way. 

Ralph Winter’s summaries of the daily lessons were very intriguing and helped to push my thinking. Each instructor, likewise, provided a hook to the material through the oral introductions and conclusions. 

My mentor – Tip Killingsworth. A great encouragement during my 4 years of study and work. 

Thank you WCIU! I am indebted and grateful for all that I had the opportunity to learn.

